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OBSERVATIONS ON THE THREE 
CURRENT METHODS OF TREAT- 
MENT. 

By S. Hannemann, 


(Continued from page 5.) 


But whence proceed the great number of 
children’s diseases, that carry off one-half of 
all that are born, before their fifth year ? 
One replies, “‘1 consider the process of den- 
tition as almost the sole cause of the diseases 
and the mortality of children. We shall find, 
if we view the matter aright, that from the 
very first week of their existence they begin 
to suffer from this troublesome teething, and 
thus it goes on fur several years. The poor 
creatures are always engaged in this teething 
process, some one tooth or other is always at- 
tempting to come through. Hence we refer 
all their whining, their capricious tempers, 
their working with the fingers in the mouth, 
their pallor, their bowel-complaints, their en- 
larged abdomens, their starting in their sleep, 
their restlessness, their turning and twisting, 
their convulsions, all their febrile symptoms, 
in short, everything that can happen to them, 
if we are unable to cure it, not to our iguor- 
ance, by no means !—but to one sole cause, 
that is as inevitable as the Turkish fate. The 
parents have nothing to blame us for. For if 
the dear child gets some well-known dise»se, 
hooping-cough, measles, small-pox, &c., and 
dies of it, we always have the capital excuse, 
that the process of dentition had something to 
do with it. We have the same excuse when 
secondary diseases occur after these maladies, 
as marasmus, cough, diarrhea, opthalmia, 
deafness, ulcers of this or the other part. 
For all these tedious convalescences no one is 
ever to blame, the troublesome dentition is 
alone in fault. God bless that man who in- 
vented this difficult teething! For, thank 
heaven ! it always gives us something to do 
with children! Only it is shocking that the 
stupid peasant children get their rows of white 
teeth with no bad symptoms, quite unawares, 
as it were, without any aid from us, or, indeed, 
any medical assistance. For it might so hap- 
pen that the families that employ us might fall 
upon the horrible idea, that kind nature knows 








how to bring through the teeth without the 
aid of man, and can actually place them quite 
silently in the mouth, like rows of pearls, if the 
awkward officiousness of medical men, and a 
town-life, that great producer of children’s 
diseases, did not hinder her.” 

This opinion is flatly contradicted by a col- 
league, who, with the usual exaggeration, at- 
tributes the whole array of children’s diseases 
to no other cause but worms. He carries this 
delusion so far as to attribute a number of 
epidemic fevers prevalent among children 
solely to worms, * because they so often pass 
worms when affected by them.” I am very 
much astonished that he does not begin to 
seek the exciting cause of small-pox, measles, 
and scarlet-fever in intestinal worms only, for 
in them also worms are often expelled (in con- 
sequence of matters repugnant to them being 
present in the bowels). If he cures children's 
diseases by means of iron, semen, contra, 
jalap-powder or calomel, and worms have 
thereby been expelled, in that case the disease, 
according to his notion ( fallasia causae, non 
causae ut causae) must have been produced 
by worms, and this even if no worms but only 
mucus is passed (purging with jalap and calo- 
mel always causes a discharge of mucus). That 
must undoubtedly have been worm-mucus, he 
alleges—What peculiar kind of mucus have 
the lumbriei, that it can be distinguished from 
all other kinds of mucus? Ard the seeds of 
the Persian artemesia, jalap, iron, and calomel, 
can they eure no other diseases besides those 
that arise from worms? With regard to the 
first, experience has shown me that it can, and 
as for the others the whole medical world is 
convinced that they can, 

And are you sure that your worm-symp- 
toms, a distended abdomen, bulimy alternat- 
ing with anorexia, itching of the nose, blue 
rings surrounding the eyes, dilated pupils, 
&c., and even the discharge of lumbrici, are 
incontestible symptoms of vermicular disease ? 
May they not rather be symptoms of a state of 
ill-health co-existing along with an accumula- 
tion of lumbriei, which may be the cause and 
not the effeet of the collection of worms? 
Does not this ill-health persi-t even after the 
expulsion of many worms, does not this ca- 
chexy often last till death, and yet sometimes 
no worms may be discovered on dissection ? 
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Should the intestines sometimes be found 
to be perforated, and should we assume that 
these creatures have themselves effected the 
perforation (and not rather have merely crept 
through it), it seems to be so foreign to their 
nature thus to bore through their place of 
abode, that we often find them quietly reinain- 
ing in the intestines of robust children up to 
the period of manhood, frequently in consider- 
able numbers, withoat causing any inconveni- 
ence, and apparently doing nothing so unnatu- 
ral as perforating the bowels unless they are 
excessively irritated by some totally different 
disease of the child (which ought to have been 
removed in time by other remedies). 

“ Away with such gross exciting-causes of 


phosphorizing or dephosphorizing reme- 
dies.”’ 
' This sounds very finely in theory and reads 
well on paper; it is also in the spirit of the 
prevailing ideas. But for every case of dis- 
ease I should require the supernatural exist- 
ence of a seer, to make for me all these gene- 
ralities concrete, in every case to reveal to me 
whether the disease depends on deficiency or 
excess of azote, oxygen, &c., and what the 
chemical antidotes of this particular chemical 
state are, for these subjects may indeed be 
speculatively excogitated with some semblance 
of probability, but being mere products of 
reason are not cognizable by the senses in in- 
dividual cases. Every assertion that has 





diseases |’ exclaims the solidest in the narrow | some truth at bottom (all medical systems 
sense of the term, “such doctrines are not | contain a portion of truth) is not of practical 
suited to our metaphysical age! Nervous de- , utility. 

bility is alone the cause of most of the diseases | ‘“ We must go still higher,” insists a cele- 
of our degenerated race now-a-days. Ner- | brated teacher of dynamology, who has been 
vous debility and relaxed tone of the fibre, | reared on the ethereal milk of critical philoso- 
nothing else. All the diseases of our time | phy, ‘“‘we must mount up to the original 
may be referred to this !"—And the remedies | source of diseases, the altered composition and 
for this nervous debility, that excludes all form of matter.” This onwlogical maxim, 
other causes! Tell us, my friend, what are however near to ‘the truth it may appear @ 
they !—* What else except those incomparable | priori to the thinker conversant with natural 
remedies, cinchona bark, steel, and the bitter | science in general, and with the probable ar- 
extracts ?”—And how so ?—* Why, look you, | rangement of our organism, is entirely useless 
that everything that is bitter, as Cullen has | to the practitioner ; it cannot be applied to the 
justly remarked, acts as a tonic ; whatever cor- | treatment of individual diseases. In like man- 
rugates the tongue, like the salts of iron, must | ner what Bruce says about the remotest source 
strengthen the fibre, and what can resist bark, | of the Nile is of no practical utility at its Delta. 
with which we can tan hides? Now we have Still, this teacher of natural science has ap- 
almost nothing else to do in diseases than to proximated much more closely than we might 
remove the nervous debility and to raise the | have expected to what pure experience 
tone of the fibre, consequently these medicines teaches, in his special views relative to dis- 
fulfil all our ends.”—This would be all very | eases, and particularly fevers, and given much 
fine if it were all true. If only the innumera- | less scope to mere probabilities than his dog- 
ble varieties of diseases did not produce innu- | matical and credulous predecessors. Though 
merable varieties in the functions and states of | a love of system guides all his steps, he always 
the solidum vivum, which short-sightedness honestly points out where his deductions run 
alone could dream of comprehending in a counter to the maxims of experience, and has a 











single word! If you only knew the infinite 
varieties of the effects of the various bitter sub- 
stances! If cinchona bark only ceased to be a 
powerful remedy when all its tanning proper- 
ties were extracted from it by means of lime- 
water! If you could but attribute all the vari- 
ous effects of iron to its astringent property ! 

‘Even these causes of diseases,” I hear 
some one say, “ are not subtle enough for our 
superfine decennium, but as regards the mode 
of treatment, that smells strongly of crude no- 
tions. Far more subtle is the nature of diseases, 
far more subile let their mode of treatment be! 
Nothing less forms the basis of both than sub- 
strata of the various gases. The new system 
of chemistry alone opens the portals of life. 

“ Know, that all the derangements that oc- 
cur in our functions arise from a deficieney or 
excess of oxygen, of caloric, of hydrogen, of 
azote, or of phosphorus, consequently that they 
can only be cured by superoxydating or disoxy- 
dating, by supercalorifying or decalorifying, by 
superhydrogenizing or dehydrogenizing, by 
superazotizing and disazotizing, by super- 


| wise respect for the lauer. The medical 
thinker may educate himself under him, but 
when he is at the sick-bed, let him not forget 
that these views are mere individual ideas, 
mere hints, and that from them no remedial 
means can be deduced. 

The view of the medical art that Wilmans 
presents to the reflecting physician seems to 
be that most eonsistent with nature of all 
others, but if we would not wander from the 
right way, we must confine ourselves to his 
preliminary observations. 

The schools have already adopted his classi- 
fications. All speculations in medicine, that 
proceed from pure empiricism, lead to particu- 
, lars and not to the philosopher’s stone, if I 
may be allowed to borrow a metaphor from a 
false art. 

In dialectic sophistries, in bold assertions 
(in shameless self-praise), and in disregard of 
the infinite multiplicity of nature, manifested in 
the varieties presented by diseases and by their 
remedies, all known founders of medical sects, 
were, however, far surpassed by that deceiving 
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parempiric, Brown, who, though not himself 
engaged in the treatment of diseases, limited 
all possible curative considerations to exciting 
and diminishing excitement, and presented to 
the eyes of the world the greatest of all medi- 
eal absurdities, “ that there can only be two or 
three diseases, which are distinguished from 
each other by no other difference besides a 
plus and minus of excitement, and a corres- 
ponding accumulation of excitability.’ The 
therapeutics adapted to this notion were easily 
supplied : “ seek for stimulating substances and 
for such as are as little stimulant* as possible ; 
these are the true remedies.’ And for the 
first of these objects, I should imagine, one or 
two drugs would amply suffice. Had he 
wished to avoid contradictions, he should only 
have named one of the volatile and one of the 
fixed stimuli instar omnium, and not several ; 
for if one can effect everything, what is the ob- 
ject of having several ? 

Perhaps, however, he felt the untenableness 
of his simplifications, perhaps he himself had 
experienced that the drunkard could not ex- 
change his brandy for musk or camphor. In 
order to complete his edifice, he must have 
ignored even patent facts and daily experience. 

But I need not enter into all the contradic- 
tions he must have felt within himself, nor 
what it cost him to deny the most palpable 
facts, in order to become the founder of a bran- 
new, unheard-of sect; suflice it to say, no 
medical sectarian, apparently, knew less about 
nature than he, but none understood better 
than he, by means of illusory syllogystic ratio- 
cination, to elevate a few true (and from the 
novel point of view in which he placed them, 
apparently new) maxims into the only ones, 
to weave over all defects by his obscurity of 
stating them, and to assert so despotically the 
superiority of his subtle mind in secularizing 
all other incontrovertible truths. Probably 
he would himself have confessed that he had 
made fools of the world, had his excessive 
ase of his diffusible stimuli allowed him to live 
longer. 

There is no absurdity that has not already 
been maintained by some sophist, and in all 
ages the mania for simplification has been the 
chief stalking horse of system manufactures of 
the first rank. 

Thusone in his theories asserted that the world 
was formed exclusively by fire, another that it 
was produced by water only ;—a third con- 
tended that all living beings were formed from 
one egg ;—thus Deseartes ascribed the universe 
to his imaginary vertebre: ; thus the Alchemists 
forced the infinite multiplicity of chemical sub- 
stances into the triangle, salt, sulphur and 





* It surprises me that his adherents have of their 
own accord substituted an explanation of the latter 
substances, which was not that of their master, and 
could not be his, if he wished to be consistent. He 
nowhere makes mention of remedies that abstract 
stimulation. His sthenia-lessening substances were 
such as debilitated solely by the smallness of their 
stimulus, (Elements of Medicine, § xc., cclii). 





mercury. What cared they for the numerous 
varieties of metals? They prided theniselves 
on dictatorially fixing the number of metals at 
seven, and these they falsely and boldly re- 
ferred to a single original substance, their 
metal-seed. What else was it but proud 
simplifying mania, to deeree our little terrestial 
globe to be the end and centre of all creation, 
and to imagine the thirty thousand suns scat- 
tered throughout space to be seareely more 
than lamps for its illumination ? 

Still, 1 feel provoked at the wiseacre who 
sought to measure the great science of medi- 
cine with a span, himself acquainted with 
hardly any other diseases than perhaps the 
gout,* a few rheumatisms, some catarrhs, some 
hemorrhages, and the malignant croup. 

From his theoretical sins, of which I must 
not speak in this place, I revert to those imme- 
diately concerning the treatment of diseases. 

There never was a doctrine so calculated to 
mislead the practical physician, nor one so 
dangerous for the beginner. 

According to him we must not trust any- 
thing to the powers of nature (xcv.), we must 
never rest with our remedies, we must always 
either stimulate or debilitate. What a calum- 
niation of nature, what a dangerous insinuation 
for the ordinary half-instructed practitioner, 
already too officious! What a ministration 
to his pride to be deemed the lord and master 
of nature ! 

“We should never use one single remedy 
alone, but always several at once in every 
disease!” (xcu). This is the true sign of a 
spurious system of medicine. Quackery goes 
always hand in hand with complex mixtures 
of medicines, and he who can inculcate (not 
merely permit) such a system, is toto ce@lo 
removed from the simple ways of nature and 
her rule, to effect many objects by one single 
means. ‘This single axiom, invented for the 
purpose of confusing men’s minds and mak'ng 
a mystification of treatment, must already have 
cost many their lives. 

He makes no distinction betwixt palliative 
and curative remedies. Like a bungler, he 
always recommends only such as are of a 
palliative character,t which, by an action the 
direct opposite of the state of the malady 
(LXXXIM, LxIv), at first subdues the symptoms 
(for a few hours), to leave afterwards a state 
the opposite of that produced by the temporary 
remedy. Thus, opium is his true panacea in 
all diseases arising from and attended by de- 
bility. What a climax of parempiricism and 








* It is remarbable how Brown treats of gout with 
disproportionate prolixity, | might almost say prag- 
matically (§ dei, et seq.), whilst he has scarcely a 
couple of empty, superficial words to say about 
other special diseases of the greatest importance. 


i I am not ignorant of the great value of pallia- 
tives. For sudden accidents that have a tendency 
to run a rapid course, they are not only often quite 
cufficient, but even possess advantages where aid 
must not be delayed an hour or even a minute. In 
such cases, and in such alone, are they useful. 





ty 





20 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOM@OPATPY. 








what « mistake—to recommend a medicine as 
a general strengthener which, after the lapse 
of a few hours, during which it excites the 
strength, subsequently allows it to sink all the 
deeper, deeper than before its employment, to 
prevent which stronger and ever stronger 
doses must be given! And what ex- 
perienced practioner is ignorant of the 
effects resulting from a continued employment 
of opium in elevated doses. This drug that 
strengthens only in a palliative manner, but 
that is, more than any other remedy, in its 
after-effects weakening and productive of an 
increased sensitiveness to pain, Brown could 
recommend universally and without any limi- 
tation as the universal and appropriate remedy 
for all sorts of diseases, whose character is 
weakness, even such as are of a most obsti- 
nate and chronie character (cect, ccxcvitt) 
He who fails to perevive in all this the perfect 
picture of a parempiric has lost the use of his 
eyes. It is only in the special and very rare 
eases in which opium is at the same time the 
specific remedy for the disease, that it cannot 
debilitate, and when it is employed in very 
small doses as a palliative in robust constitu- 
tions and along with strengthening regimen, it 
apparently does not wenken. This is the 
source of the delusion. But of really curative 
drugs, the true weapons of the true physician, 
—which remove the disease permanently and 
radically, by first exciting an affection similar 
to the disease rresent,—of these he says never 
a word, he does not even know their names 
He that knows them I term a restorer, a dis- 
coverer of the medical art, as he calls himself. 
Thus he had not the most distant idea—to 
give a single example—that a burnt finger 
may be held for a long time in cold water be 
fore it (when taken out and dried) shall cause 
no more pain —indeed, vesication occurs all the 
more certainly if so-called antiphlogisti+, de- 
bilitating remedies be applied to this local in- 
flammation. He has not the least idea that 
the opposite of all this occurs if the burnt finger 
be held in aleohol.* Where now are your 
palliative anti-sthenic, where your palliative 
anti-asthenic remedies? How far they are 
behind ! 

What true, experienced physician knows 
not the patiiative debilitating power of cold 
and of cold water? Brown had no need to 
put forward as a novelty the debilitating pro- 
perty of cold and of the cold bath. But when 
he announces it to be a positively debilitating 
thing, he shows that he does not know it, 
just as he views many other things in a false 
manner. It is only for the moment during its 
application that it debilitates (palliatively), 
whilst in its subsequent effects it manifests 
itself as one of the most excellent of strength- 





* Look at the oer excessively heated by work- 
ing io the heat of sun; with what does ey 


his thirst most certainly and most effectually, wi 
what can he do this better than with a littie brandy? 
Browa’s antisthenic palliatives, cold water, &c., 
could scarcely refresh him for an instant. 





ening remedies (as a curative and permanently 
remedial means). ‘The greatest weakness of a 
limb, a frost-bite, is confessedly cured by 
nothing more quickly than by cold water. 
This may stand for one of the thousands of in- 
stances of the curatively strengthening effects 
of cold water. 

He knows no other cause of diseases besides 
either a too violent excitement by means of 
stimuli (sthenia), the continued action of which 
causes indirect weakness, or too little excite- 
ment by means of too weak stimuli (direct de- 
bility). The former includes all purely in- 
fiammatory diseases, and the latter all other 
diseases that bear the stamp of debility. The 
former are cured by venesections, cold, water- 
drinking, &c., the latter by heat, soups, wine, 
brandy, and particularly opium. In this man- 
ner all the countless diseases, varying infinitely 
in kind, are cured by him (on paper) or di- 
rected to be cured. The crudest parempiric- 
ism, the most audacious ignorance, could not 
go farther than this. According to this, all 
epilepsies,* all dropsies, all endemic diseases, 
all melancholias, are to be certainly cured by 
opium, brandy, heat and beef tea! Has any- 
one ever experienced a certain, radically good 
result from such treatment in such diseases ? 
Is he making game of us? Does he want to 
consign completely to the tomb the medical 
art, sunk asit already is down to the adminis- 
tration of a few routine drugs? ‘ 

But no! he is in the highest degree rational. 
He permits no treatment to be undertaken be- 
fore ascertaining all the inimical influences that 
have preceded the disease, whether they could 
act in a too exciting or in a debilitating man- 
ner, and from these alone he will allow the 
nature of the disease and its treatment can be 
determined (but always only for two objects, 
viz., whether we should debilitate or strength- 
en). But the very cireumstance of his making 
this investigation the only indispensable indica- 
tion, betrays that he has treated disease in his 
study only, that he speaks as a blind man 
would do about colors. In all the cases of 
sudden disease and such as occur among the 
common people, who could ascertain in every 
instance and in the most exact manner, before 
commencing the treatment of any disease, 
what was the kind of injurious agency (as 
Brown affects to discover in every case) had 
oceurred long before ; whether the malady 
was preceded entirely or only in some degree 
by an excess of stimuli, or entirely or only in 
some degree by too weak stimuli, or in how 
far it was preceded by greater stimuli mingled 
with deficiency of stimuli (and in what pro- 
portion) ; whether a sthenia has changed into 
an indirect or direct debility, or the latter into 
the former, or whether one sort of asthenia has 
conjoined with another, and (what nonsense !) 





* He knows of no epilepsy with excess of good 
blood, no sthenic dropsy, though sthenic hemorrha- 
ges, no asthenic catar: hs, though nature knows them, 
and not unfrequently produces 
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brought about a mized state, in which the ex- 
citability of eighty degrees, that divine revela- 
tion to the insy'reu Brown, is exhausted or 
accumulated Who can always institute a 
compari n oetween the strength of these 
noxious ntluences and the sum total of excita- 
bility assigne* to the individual, modified as it 
is said to be by age, sex, constitution, climate, 


country, &e.? What experienced practitioner | 


ean assert that a tenth part of his patients or 
the friends of his patients cou'd. would or should 


give accurate information on all these hyber- | 


bolical or hair-splitting questions give a detail 
of all previous agreeable or disagreeable men- 
tal emotions, of the impressions of the various 
degrees of temperature to which they may 
have been exposed throughout a considerabie 
lapse of time, of the exposures to too much or 
too }''tle sunlight (a stimulus of no mean in- 
tensity |) ur to a more or less dry, moist, im- 
pure or pure air for some considerable period, 
of the divers kinds of more or less nutritive, 
sapid, seasoned or unseasoned articles of food 
that may have been indulged in, the quantity 
of more or less strong vinous or watery drinks 
that may have been taken, the frequency of 


indulgence in venereal excitement, the degree | 


and quantity of exercise that has been taken, 
the nature of the amount, the degree and the 
frequency of all previous mental excitement by 
means of reading, conversation, amusement, 
music, &c.? And even supposing among 
many families one could be found who after 
some weeks of interrogation (for it is impossi- 
ble that such a variety of questions could be 
asked in one day) was able and willing (sup- 
posing the greater part had not been already 
forgotten) to answer the most of these ques- 
tions, how painfully, how fruitlessly, I may 
say, must not the poor doctor rack his brains, 
in order to estimate and compare these hun- 
dreds of thousands of various influences, to 
calculate their exact effect on the patient 
whose excitability was at first so and so much, 
to estimate the resulting sum total, and to dis- 
cover the amount in Brunonian degrees of the 
excess of the noxious powers of over-stimula- 
tion over those of the deficiency of excitement, 
of the excess of the powers of the latter over 
those of the former, and all this in connexion 
with the particular subject before him! No 
single circumstance of importance mnst re- 
main unascertained, or be left out of the list, 
or be omitted in the calculation, neither must 
the lesser circumstances (which constitute 
something considerable by virtue of their 
number) be forgotten, unascertained, omitted 
or unestimated, otherwise the whole reckoning 
will turn out false ! 

I need scarcely remark how vain, how im- 


ible, how senseless, such a mode of pro-— 


cedure (which, according to Brown’s maxims, 
§ x1, xm ,Lxxvin, c, &c., cannot be pushed too 
far, seeing that all the investigation of disease 
depends on it) must be in every-day practice— 
what an enormous amount of trouble and 
time must be expended in the investigation 


and consideration, before the treatment of a 


single case can be commenced ; and in the 


' time thereby lost the disease must unobserved- 

ly pass into another stage, if it do not in the 
|interim terminate in death. A conscientious 
| Brunonian would probably never arrive at the 
| period when he would commence the treat- 
/ment, with all this investigation and effort to 
form a just estimate. And after all, nothing 
|more would have been ascertained but the 
point respecting the sthenia on which the dis- 
| ease depends, or respecting the direct or indi- 
| rect debility! Is this the only thing we re- 
quire to know in order to effect acure? Well, 
then, know that debility is present in all en- 
demic diseases. Now, quick! cure me all the 
countries affected with ringworm, pellagra, 
plica polonica, sibbens, yaws, pian, water- 
colic, &e. Do you want nothing but fixed 
and diffusible stimuli? Here you have opium, 
caloric, brandy, bark, beef-tea—Cure me 
them quickly ! 


For the American Journal of Homaopathy. 


The following sentiments by W. Hooker, 
M.D., incorporated with the report of the 
Committee on Medical Education, contained 
n the transactions of the American Medical 
Association, vol. 4, and virtually endorsed by 
the New-York State Medical Society by their 
| republication in 1852, and sent forth to the 
public as the expense of the State, we deem 
worthy of investigation. We quote from the 
transactions of the Medical Society of the 
State of New-York, pages 113 and 114: 

“The medical profession should be a 
single body of men, without any pre- 
scribed set of opinions. And the ground 
of admission to their ranks should have no 
reference to opinions ; but there should be the 
greatest latitude in this respect. Character 
and education should furnish the only basis of 
remembership.” 

We inquire, are these the true sentiments of 
the allopathic profession? Allopathy, true to 
| herself and her interests, responds, No! What 
is character or education if you are not ortho- 
dox in opinions and practice? Is the man of 
| liberal education, gigantic intellect, of exalted 
and sterling character, to be retained in the 
‘communion and fellowship of the self-styled 
“regulars,” if he adopts those opinions and 
practices which they call heresy? The 
| cou ich has been pursued by the allo- 
| pathic profession answers, No! If it were so, 
}and the man is not to be excluded for his 
| opinions, why have Allopathic Colleges, Aca- 
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demies, Associations, Societies and Physicians, 
condemned the Homeopathic and other modes 
of practice, and endeavored by process of 
Law to deprive homeopathic physicians of 
their diplomas, defamed their characters, call- 
ing them by all manner of opprobrious epi- 
thets, poured upon them unmingled scorn and 
contempt, passed them by in haughty silence, 
refused counsel when it was desired, and treated 
them with derision; banded themselves to- 
gether in opposition, passed resolutions ex- 
cluding those of their number previously held 
in high esteem and in good and regular stand- 
ing for opinion’s sake ; and by stringent rules 
and regulations, excluded homeopathic stu- 
dents from their chief seats of learning, re- 
fused to grant them the immunities and 
privileges bestowed upon others, for no other 
reason than that they dare to think and in- 
tend to act for themselves ; holding opinions 
and practices adverse to their own. We will 
make another question from our author, found 
on page 115, and see if we can solve the 
question : 

“Some physicians who have avowed their 
conversion to Homeopathy, have been ex- 
cluded from the ranks of the profession simply 
for that reason. We find no fault with the 
exclusion, but only with the grounds upon 
which it was done, They should have been 
excluded, not for their opinions, but for mis- 
demeanors. Any act by which they associate 
with the common herd of homeopathic 
practitioners is a misdemeanor, which is a 
proper ground of expulsion. And it is so be- 
cause it casts contempt upon the necessity of 
those measures and provisions which secure 
to the community a well-educated medical 
profession, and not because it gives counten- 
ance to a destructive error.’’ 

Dr. Hooker, in the above quotation, admits 
that “some physicians have been excluded 
from the ranks of the profession simply for the 
reason that they avowed their conversion to 
‘ Homeopathy,” and states further, “ We 
find no fault with their exclusion, but only 
with the grounds upon which it was done.” 

Let us inquire what are the grounds of their 
exclusion, if it should not be for their opinions ? 
Dr. Hooker replies, for “ misdemeanors,” and 
defines a misdemeanor to be, “Anyyact by 
which they associate with the com herd 
of homeopathic practitioners.” 

How very liberal the allopathic profession 





are! You may entertain and hold any 
opinions you choose in reference to the theory 
and practice of medicine, if you will keep those 
opinions to yourself; you are to be allowed 
the “ greatest latitude in this respect,’ pro- 
vided you have “ character and education,” 
but the moment you act in accordance with 
those opinions, you have turned upon the 
pivot by action, crossed the boundary line, and 
are to be excluded from the ranks of the pro- 
fession. In accordance with this rule, what 
kind of a character would Dr. Hooker and the 
allopathic profession have a physician possess ? 
Would the man be honest who acted contrary 
to his opinions? Webster defines opinion to 
be, “settled judgment or persuasion. The 


judgment which the mind forms of any propo- 
sition, statement, theory or event, the truth or 
falsehood of which is supported by a degree of 
evidence which renders it probable, but does 
not produce absolute knowledge or certainty.” 


Suppose a medical man has formed an 
opinion in accordance with this definition in 
reference to any theory or practice of medicine 
which claims to be based upon an induction 
from facts (except the allopathic); so far, ac- 
cording to Dr. Hooker, it should not be con- 
sidered a misdemeanor ; but the moment he 
applies the practical tests to ascertain the truth 
or falsity of his opinions, then he commits a 
misdemeanor, and expulsion follows. Adopt 
such a course and it effectually suppresses 
every inquiry after truth, and any advance- 
ment of knowledge in the seience of medicine. 
And this seems to be what they require of 
us. 


Our author next makes a false issue and 
asserts that which we call upon him to prove, 
that a misdemeanor which is a proper ground 
of expulsion (in accordance with the definition 
which he has given) ‘‘is so because it casts 
contempt upon the necessity of those measures 
and provisions which secure to the community 
a well-educated medical profession, and not 
because it gives countenance to a destructive 
error.’ In connection with this we will make 
a final quotation, and endeavor to ward off the 
allopathic venom contained in both at the same 
time, and (if possible!) render it harmless 
appealing to the judgment of the public, which 
seldom errs when fully enlightened upon any 
subject. We quote from page 114. “ Ho- 
meopathists would have the public believe 
that the contest between them and allopathists 
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(as they are pleased to style us) is between 
two different classes or sects of educated 
physicians, and simply in regard to doctrines 
and opinions. nd it is for this purpose that 
they establish their societies and schools of 
medicine. This movement is all for mere 
show, and has not originated in any belief that 
education is needed to prepare men for the 
practice of Homeopathy. It is a well known 
fact that the great majority of homeopathic 
physicians are uneducated men, or at least 
men who are very partially educated, and the 
shrewd among the adherents of this system 
know that the uninitiated, furnished with 
box and pamphlet, are as well qualified to 
practice it as they themselves are.’ 


Dr. Hooker must have an amount of moral 
turpitude or ignorance possessed by few men, 
to make such statements as these, even if they 
have been endorsed by the allopathic pro- 
fession. Will the public believe them to be 
true? What were the majority of physicians 
formerly who have adopted and are now 
practicing Homeopathy? We answer, they 
were found in good and regular standing in 
the allopathic ranks; in as large a proportion 
as their brethren they were liberally and well 
educated men. Men of standing, with unsul- 
lied characters, holding the diplomas granted 
to them according to law, and many of them 
had enjoyed a successful practice (so far as the 
number of their patients, standing in society 
and remuneration was concerned) for periods 
of years varying from five to thirty. They 
had learned from experience the inefficacy, 
rottenness and falsity of the allopathic theory 
and practice of medicine; possessed with in- 
quiring minds and honest purpose, searching 
after truth, they saw the resplendent sun of 
Homeopathy arise with strength and healing 
in his beams, pouring in a flood of light and 
truth upon their darkened minds, convincing 
them of error ; and when convinced, although 
it was the accumulated error of more than two 
thousand years, they yielded to the dictates of 
reason and conscience, renounced their errors, 
acted in accordane with their opinions, and 
are now found in the full and prosperous tide 
of homeopathic practice, defending by actual 
demonstration those truths which they hold. 
And it is their success in practice and the 
judgment of the public in their favor, which 
call forth from allopathists and other ad- 
versaries all the animosity and hostility which 


they can find words to express and ingenuity 
| to devise. 

It is true that Homeopathy “casts con- 
tempt upon the necessity of those measures 
and provisions which secure to the community 
well-educated profession.” 

We emphatically answer, No! Homeopathy 
requires of her students as thorough an edu- 
cation, and fully equal to that required by 
Allopathy ; with a knowledge of Homeopathy 
besides. Dr. Hooker answers, our establish- 
ment of “ Societies and Schools of Medicine ” 
(which require homeopathic students to con- 
form to the existing laws of the land in refer- 
ence to a medical education; with rules aud 
regulations requiring a thorough examination 
in respect to their qualifications by competent 
examiners, Which proves the contrary of his 
assertions) to be “all for mere show, and has 
not originated in any belief that education is 
needed to prepare men for the practice of 
homeopathy.” Thus charging the grossest 
dishonesty upon the whole body of homeo- 
pathic physicians ; and would have the public 
believe, that “ the great majority of homeo- 
pathic physicians are uneducated, or at least 
men who are very partially educated, and the 
shrewd among the adherents of this system 
know that the uninitiated, furnished with box 
and pamphlet, are as well qualified to practise 
t as they themselves are.”’ 

We admit and deplore the fact that there 
are some uneducated men practising Homeo- 
pathy ; so do the Allopathists admit the same 
fact in their practice, and in proof, we instance 
the organisation of the American Medical As- 
sociation, whose object is to devise means for 
a more thoroughly educated (Allopathic) 
medical profession. But, we deny the asser- 
tion that the “great majority of homeopathic 


physicians are uneducated men.” We find - 


the recorded names of the members of the 
American Institute of Homeopathy in 1851, 
to number 238—217 of whom have the title of 
M. D. placed after their names, leaving 21 
with the title of Dr., two of whom, to my 
knowledge, have since graduated. If we ex- 
amine the records of the local societies we will 
find about the same proportion of M_D.’s. 
We do not affirm that the title of M.D. placed 
after &" name proves him to be an edu- 
cated But we will inquire how was 
this title obtained, and by whom was it be- 
stowed? The answer is, that the persons 
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laws of the States and Colleges that granted 
the Diplomas. And of those who are now 
practising Homeopathy, nine-tenths of them, if 
not more, received their diplomas from the 
Allopathic colleges ; so that, if there is any de- 
ficiency in point of education, it is to be charged 
upon the Allopathic profession and its pro- 
fessors ; for, if the persons who presented 
themselves for an examination were not found 
to be fully qualified and sufficiently schooled in 
the theory and practice of medicine, they have 
certified to that which is false. 

Can Dr. Hooker prove that the “ Homeo- 
pathic physicians are uneducated men?” We 
require something stronger than his assertion. 
Can he give any reason why they are not as 
well educated as the same number of Allopathic 
physicians? Perhaps he considers and urges 
hat their adoption of the ‘‘ destructive error ”’ 
of Homeopathy, as he is pleased to term it, is 
a sufficient reason and proof positive that they 
are uneducated. We, on the other hand, deem 
it to be an evidence of superior wisdom and an 
advanced education. In order for him to prove 
the contrary he must deduce the evidence. 


Is it true that “ the shrewd among the ad- 


herents of this system know that the uninitiated, 
furnished with box and pamphlet, are as well 
qualified to practise as they themselves { the 


homeopathic physicians) are 7” We answer, 
the “shrewd among the adherents of this sys- 
tem ” prove the assertion to be false by placing 
themselves, their families and friends, under the 
care of homeopathic physicians when much 
sick, incurring an expense which, if they be- 
lieved the assertion to be true, would be avoided 

There has been a great abuse made with the 
“ box and pamphlet” which has proved to be 
very prejudicial to the true interests of Homeo- 
pathy, but it has arisen from a necessity which 
could not be met by any other means. The 
heads of families and others, previous to the 
adoption of homeopathy, were in the habit of 
prescribing domestic remedies in cases of slight 
sickness in and out of their own families, 
They had the various herb drinks, paregoric, 
Daver’s powder, laudanum, morphine, calomel, 
salts, senna, rhubarb and an infinitude of pills, 
which they administered; but when 


ease assumed a grave aspect, they = A 
n their family physician and place the ts 
under his care. Now they discard everything 
of the kind, and resort to “ box and pamphlet,”’ 


possessing the title have complied with the | and in sections of the country destitute of edu- 


, cated homeopathic physicians they in many 
cases demonstrate even bad Homeopathy su- 
perior, and prove it to be far more efficacious, 
than the allopathic practice, although conduct- 
ed by those who have the reputation of being 
scientific and successful practitioners, and 
“regular ” in the fullest sense of the term. 

The allopathists, too, have their works on 
“Domestic Practice.” We notice that the 
editor of one of them, J. C. Gunn, M.D., states 
that 100,000 copies of his work have been sold 
at the South and West. Now we, with the 
same degree of truth (or rather falsehood), might 
assert that the uninitiated among the adherents 
of the allopathic system of practice are as well 
qualified, with book and medicine, to practise as 
the allopathic physicians are. But we do not 
think that the people would believe the asser- 
tion to be true, and we are fully persuaded that 
the public do not, and will not, believe Dr. 
Hooker’s statement to be correct. 

In conclusion we state, that Homeopathy 
puts forth the simple proposition, that the medi- 
cine or drug which, when administered to a 
person in a state of health, produces a drug 
disease with symptoms analogous to a disease 
and symptoms produced in the human system 
by natural causes, is the proper antidote to the 
last named disease and symptoms, and will cer- 
tainly cure them if properly administered, pro- 
vided such disease and symptoms admit of a 
cure. Will our opponents test the proposition. 

J.C. Raymonp, M.D. 

Utica, May 26th, 1852. 


The proceedirgs of the American Institute of 
Homeopathy, for the session in Baltimore, Md. 
on the 19th ult., are in course of publication, 
and we shall be able to send them to the mem- 
bers in a few days. 


Edward Bayard, M.D., of the city of New 
York, is appointed to deliver the address before 
the American Institute of Homeopathy, at its 
session in Cleveland, O., in June, 1853. 


The Homeopathic Society of the State op 
New York, holds a semi-annual meeting at 
Syracuse, this day (June Ist). We do not 
doubt it will be one of the largest assemblage’ 
of Physicians of our school ever held in this 





country. 





